
MATAGORDA BAY PILOTS 

PILOTAGE RATES EFFECTIVE February 25, 2026 

ROUND TRIP CHARGES FOR ALL VESSELS: 

From Sea-Buoy “MB” to the Port of Port Lavaca / Point Comfort, or Alcoa Docks, or any desƟnaƟon 
inward of “MB” buoy and back to sea: 

Base Fee ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  $2213.44 

Deadweight Tonnage charge or M3 Capacity* of $0.1236 per deadweight ton computed using summer 
deadweight in metric tons OR total cubic meter capacity of vessel.   

DraŌ Charge:  The SUM of vessels draŌ INBOUND and OUTBOUND to be charged at a rate of… $38.63/Ō. 
Minimum draŌ charge is 22Ō.  
 
Port Assessment (CommunicaƟon Charge) ………………………………………………………………………………   $77.25 

Boat Assessment Fee ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………    $1500.00 

Further EducaƟon and Training   ……………………………………………………………………………………………….  $150.00 

AdministraƟon Fee ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  $444.55 

ONE TIME CHARGES PER INSTANCE: 

All vessels without power and/or steering will be charged double the charge for vessels with power and 
steering, per pilot. 

ShiŌing 

Within the Port Area or Within the Alcoa Area: $750.00 Plus (Vessels Deepest DraŌ at Ɵme of shiŌing x 
$38.63) 

From Port to Alcoa or From Alcoa to the Port:  $1500.00 Plus (Vessels Deepest DraŌ at Ɵme of shiŌing x 
$38.63) 

DetenƟon 

AwaiƟng arrivals, sailings, shiŌs, or any other moves…$750.00 per hour or fracƟon thereof aŌer the first 
half hour (30 minutes free Ɵme), but if vessel does not get underway within the free Ɵme, detenƟon 
starts from original Ɵme of order.  DetenƟon shall also be charged if pilot is unable to disembark the 
vessel within thirty (30) minutes aŌer Finished with Engines (FWE). 

Arrivals: DetenƟon will be charged if a revised arrival Ɵme is not received at least two (2) hours prior to 
the last stated arrival Ɵme.  If a vessel does not arrive within thirty (30) minutes of the esƟmated arrival 
Ɵme, detenƟon starts from the original arrival Ɵme.  

If a vessel is required to anchor or stop in the channel during transit for any reason, detenƟon shall be 
charged at the normal detenƟon rate from the Ɵme of anchoring or stopping unƟl again underway. 

 



First Line Ashore:  DetenƟon charges at the normal rate will be charged if the pilot is unable to 
disembark the vessel aŌer one (1) hour from the first line. 

CancellaƟons:  Vessels shall be charged according to the normal detenƟon rate from the Ɵme the pilot 
departs for the vessel unƟl his return. 

Special Services:  The rates for any special or extra services not covered herein, including movements of 
unusual types of floaƟng equipment such as drilling rigs, dry docks, etc., shall be by specific agreement 
made in advance of the movement. 

INTERRUPTION IN REST HOURS 

The pilots have been enabled by the Pilot Board to charge a “standby rate” for an interrupƟon in rest 
hours.  

PILOT CARRIED TO SEA 

If a pilot is detained on board due to weather, safety or any other reason, the pilot shall be paid $500.00 
per day plus first class transportaƟon back to Victoria, Texas and reimbursed for transportaƟon expenses 
from Victoria to Port Lavaca, Texas. 

A HAND BILL WILL BE GIVEN TO THE CAPTAIN TO GIVE TO THE AGENT WITH ALL CHARGES FOR ROUND 
TRIP PILOTAGE. 

PAYMENT, IN FULL, IS REQUIRED BEFORE SAILING. 

ANY PAYMENT BY ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OR ACH IS DUE UPON RECEIPT. 

LATE PAYMENT FEE 

The pilots received authorizaƟon from the Pilot Board to assess a late fee of 5% on any payment 
delinquent by more than seven (7) days, with such fee compounding weekly unƟl paid in full.   

 

 

 


